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Description:  
 

This course is designed to develop your critical understanding of fictional narratives by studying 

selected works of fiction and criticism. In our course this semester will begin by reading about 

discourses of the novel in the age of television and digital media.  We will examine some 

theoretical background on the novel, and think about the history, present and future of the form.  

The main text that we will read this semester is Ralph Ellison’s Invisible Man, one of the most 

critically acclaimed novels in American literature.  We will explore Ellison’s novel in detail, 

researching its background and critical reception, and untangling its many literary and cultural 

allusions.  The main character’s college experience is a significant part of the novel. We will 

discuss Invisible Man in relation to the “academic novel” (or “college novel”) and we’ll examine 

what this genre entails, and what this novel has to say about higher education and the role of 

colleges in American intellectual, artistic and political life.   

 

Invisible Man is also a novel of New York City, so a substantial part of this course will involve 

research on the history of New York, and we will identify some of the specific locations 

referenced in the novel, including the neighborhood of Harlem and its significance in Ellison’s 

life and work.   

 

Though this course focuses on the novel, we will also look at other related fictional forms, 

including the short story, play, film, video, and various forms of digital storytelling.   

 

Required Texts: 

Ellison, Ralph. Invisible Man.   ISBN: 978-0679732761 

Shields, David.  Reality Hunger.  ISBN: 978-0307387974 

 

If you do not want to purchase any books, DO NOT TAKE THIS COURSE. These are the 

only two print texts required for this course and together they should cost no more than $25. 
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These books are an important part of your education and you need to read both of them carefully 

in order to pass this course.   

 

 

Absence/Tardiness: 

Your success in this class depends on your regular, punctual attendance and participation. If you 

miss a class, it is your responsibility to check with a classmate for any missed information.  I am 

not obligated to review what you missed if you decide not to attend class. Attendance is required. 

An excused absence is an illness with a doctor’s note, a family emergency, or a religious holiday. 

Please let me know in advance by e-mail or phone if you are going to be absent for any of those 

reasons.  

 

Please be on time.  Arriving to class late is disruptive to everyone. Excessive tardies will be 

docked from your participation grade at the professor’s discretion.   

 

Your fourth absence will result in a five point deduction from your participation grade.  Five or 

more absences will result in a ten point deduction from your participation grade.   

 

Absolutely no make-up exams will be administered unless the absence is an excused absence.   

 

Classroom Decorum: 

Personal communication devices including smart phones, laptops and iPads are not allowed in 

this course, except for on specified dates. You must have physical copies of the texts in each 

class. For the purposes of this course we want to minimize digital distraction for the 1 hour and 

15 minutes that we are together.  We will have a classroom computer that we can use to examine 

digital resources when needed.  You will have ample opportunity to consult the Internet outside 

of class, and obviously, part of this class includes digital communication.  However, to get the 

most out of our class time together, we need to be attentive and focused on our classroom 

discussion and assignments.  Please be sure to turn your ringers off before class begins.  

Participation points will be deducted for the use of devices in class, at the professor’s 

discretion.  Repeated disregard for this policy could result in your dismissal from the 

course.          

 

Grading:   100 points total   

 

Participation: 20 points 

-This part of your grade includes active participation in class discussions, group work and 

completion of in-class assignments. A lack of good-faith participation in these 

assignments and activities will result in deductions from your participation grade.      

 

Response Papers/Assignments: 20 points    

-There will be 10 assignments throughout the semester wherein you will be asked to turn 

in responses to questions about the readings, or write short response papers for film clips 

shown in class.  Most of these assignments will be due on Monday and are to be posted to 

the course OpenLab site. (Which means you need to sign up for an OpenLab account if 

you do not have one already.)  Generally these responses should be about 250 to 300 
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words.  I will be checking your responses for grammar and content in order to help you 

develop good writing practices.  Specific topics and guidelines for each assignment will 

be given out in class and posted on the course OpenLab site under Assignments. The 

scoring for these assignments will be as follows:   

 

2 points – complete, shows serious effort 

1 point – at least half complete 

0 points – poor/nothing turned in      

(1/2 points may be assessed at the professor’s discretion) 

 

OpenLab responses should be received by 10pm on Sunday evening.  This will give 

me and your classmates a chance to review your responses before class. (Exceptions for 

this will be film screenings wherein your responses are to be turned in after the viewing, 

or other assignments due at the beginning of class. Due times/dates will be clearly 

indicated on all assignments.) Be prepared to discuss your answers in class as well. If you 

have any questions about what is due, check the OpenLab site to keep track of 

assignments.  This part of the course is designed as incentive for you to keep up with the 

readings and be prepared for class.  Therefore, late assignments will not be accepted, and 

cannot be made up.    

 

Anyone caught plagiarizing responses from your classmates or from other sources will be 

subject to dismissal from the course.  (See City Tech’s “Academic Integrity” statement 

below)     

 

Presentations: 20 points  

Everyone in the course will have a turn leading the discussion of the assigned chapters 

for one week.  You will be assigned to a text along with two or three of your classmates 

(depending on enrollment) at the beginning of the course, and your group will be 

responsible for leading the discussion and answering questions about the text.  

 

Participation with the group on BOTH days is expected in order to receive full credit.  

Anyone who does not contribute to the group will not receive full credit for leading the 

discussion.   

 

Essay #1 (Educational and Career Goals): 10 points  

  

Essay #2 (Reality Hunger): 10 points   

 

- These two essays should be polished essays of about 500-750 words.  These will be 

graded in detail. You will receive assignment sheets with detailed instructions and 

grading rubrics for both of these essays.    

 

Research Project: 20 points 

- This grade will include completion of a research paper of about 1, 500 to 2,000 words  

(6-7 pages) based on Ralph Ellison’s Invisible Man. Your paper could incorporate some 

of the previous assignments on the text, but it should be on a specific topic related to the 
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Invisible Man. The project will be a cumulative effort over the course of the semester.  

Details about each stage of this paper will be given in a separate handout. 

 

 

All papers must be turned in on time, at the beginning of class, to receive full credit. If you 

choose to email them, the email must be received before class time on the due date.  (An 

assignment turned in or emailed during or after class is not “on time.” It will be penalized one 

day.)  Late papers will be penalized one point per calendar day.  No papers will be accepted three 

calendar days after the assignment is due.   

 

Mid-Semester Review 

By March 1, any student who has missed three or more classes, who has missed multiple 

assignments, or who has not participated in the class discussions will be required to have a 

meeting with me and the chair of the department in order to continue in the course. The last day 

to withdraw from a Spring 2016 course with a “W” is April 11.     

 

Plagiarism:  

City Tech Statement on Academic Integrity:   

“Students and all others who work with information, ideas, texts, images, music, inventions, and 

other intellectual property owe their audience and sources accuracy and honesty in using, 

crediting, and citing sources. As a community of intellectual and professional workers, the 

College recognizes its responsibility for providing instruction in information literacy and 

academic integrity, offering models of good practice, and responding vigilantly and 

appropriately to infractions of academic integrity. Accordingly, academic dishonesty is 

prohibited in The City University of New York and at New York City College of Technology 

and is punishable by penalties, including failing grades, suspension, and expulsion. The complete 

text of the College policy on Academic Integrity may be found in the catalog.” 

 

We will review some guidelines about plagiarism at the beginning of the course, and several 

times throughout the semester.  For further information about plagiarism, cheating and academic 

integrity see pages 90-92 of the City Tech student handbook available online at 

http://www.citytech.cuny.edu/students      
 

Citation Format:  

We will be using the Modern Language Association (MLA) format in this course, and we’ll 

spend time in class covering MLA citation as well as introducing you to other forms of citation 

in other disciplines.  One popular website which can help you get acquainted with MLA format 

is The Purdue Online Writing Lab (OWL):  https://owl.english.purdue.edu/   

 

Writing Center: For additional help with your writing, you may visit the Atrium Learning 

Center at Namm AG-18      

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.citytech.cuny.edu/students
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/
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COURSE SCHEDULE 

Readings will be covered in class on the day listed here. We will review the assigned 

readings in class every day, and you should be taking notes on the readings, so be prepared 

to share some thoughts from your notes in class.  Students who are called on and do not 

have responses at the ready will be docked participation points.  This schedule will 

probably change, so keep track of the OpenLab site for updates.       

 

WEEK ONE 

2/1  Course Introduction     

 

2/3  Assignment # - Sign up for OpenLab, join the course, introduce yourselves.    

 

WEEK TWO 

2/8 Essay #1 Due - Educational and Career Goals; film Declining by Degrees   

 

2/10 LIBRARY DAY- OpenLab      

 

WEEK THREE 

2/15 PRESIDENTS’ DAY – NO CLASS    

 

2/17  Declining by Degrees   

 

WEEK FOUR 

2/22 Paper Conferences; Assignment #2     

 

2/24 Reality Hunger – Introduction, Overview   

 

WEEK FIVE 

2/29 Reality Hunger, Assignment #3 (Chapters a, b, c, d)             

 

3/2 Reality Hunger (e, f, g, h)   

 

WEEK SIX 

3/7 Reality Hunger  (i, j, k, l)  Assignment #4  

  

3/9 Reality Hunger (m, n, o, p)      

  

 

WEEK SEVEN 

3/14 Reality Hunger (q, r, s, t, u);  Assignment #5 

 

3/16 Reality Hunger  (v, w, x, y, z)         

 

WEEK EIGHT 

3/21 Ralph Ellison Introduction; Essay #2 Due (Reality Hunger)   
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3/23 NO CLASS - NYCCT IS ON A FRIDAY SCHEDULE      

 

WEEK NINE 

3/28  Invisible Man; Assignment #6 (Prologue;  Chapters 1-2)  (Chapter numbers listed below)  

     

3/30 Invisible Man  (3, 4)          

 

WEEK TEN 

4/4 Invisible Man; Assignment #7 (5,6)  

 

4/6 Invisible Man  (7, 8)    

 

WEEK ELEVEN  

4/11 Invisible Man; Assignment #8 (9, 10)  

  

4/13  Invisible Man (11, 12)   

 

WEEK TWELVE 

4/18   Invisible Man; Assignment #9 (13, 14)   

     

4/20  Invisible Man (15, 16)   

 

WEEK THIRTEEN 

4/25 SPRING BREAK – NO CLASS 

 

4/27 SPRING BREAK – NO CLASS 

 

WEEK FOURTEEN 

5/2 Invisible Man; Assignment #10 (17, 18, 19)      

 

5/4   Invisible Man  (20, 21, 22)  

 

WEEK FIFTEEN 

5/9 Invisible Man (23, 24, 25)       

   

5/11 Invisible Man            

 

WEEK SIXTEEN 

5/16 Library Research       

 

5/18 Research Paper Due     

 

WEEK SEVENTEEN 

5/23 Final Class       

 

 


